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The only substantial

reasonI can offerfor

writingaboutflyingsauc-
ers is thatwhenI was in
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Canberrathe otherday I
bumpedinto my friend
Arthur.

After a few beers and

prawnsat his golf club,
Arthur,who works for the
RAAF, became ufological.He
occasionally

gets that way, and
I honestlydoubtthat the beer
and prawnshad much to do
withit.

Ufologistsare peoplewho
are interested in flyingsaucers,
otherwiseknown as UFO

(short for unidentifiedflying
objects).

The RAAF has a UFO sec-

tion which checks flying
saucerreportsfrom all over
Australia.

Now, I have neverbeen
particularlyinterestedin ufo-
logy.Spaceboresme. I'm one
of those reactionarieswho

cannot understandwhy on
Earth anyoneshouldwant to
land on the Moon.

But for thoseamongus who
believethat flyingsaucersand
other odds-and-ends from
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outerspaceare keepingan eye
(perhapsset cyclopsicallyin
the middleof their foreheads)

on us, I have comforting

news.

The RAAF takes flying
saucer reportsseriouslyand
has no intentionof abandon-

ing its UFO checkingsystem.

This persistencekeeps us,
depending on your point of
view,way behindor way in
frontof our Greatand Power-

ful Friend.

In December,1969, the
U.S. Air Force closed down

its UFO-watchingdepart-
ment, known as ProjectBlue
Book. This followedcom-
plaintsfrom scientists that the
department'scontinuedexist-
ence couldnot be justifiedin
terms of expenseor national

security.

ProjectBlue Book had a
life of 21 years.It checked

12,618 reported sightings, in-
cludingsome of the more
interesting ones from Aus-
tralia,and spent millionsof
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dollars.

Arthurexplainedthe rea-
son for the RAAF'spersist-

ence: "Our UFO checking

doesn't cost much. We're
responsible

for the air defence

of
Australia,

and so any re-
ports of unusualhappenings

in our air spaceare of
interest

to us.

"We certainlynever rub-
bish any reportsof flying
saucers.

"On the other hand,"he
added,lickinga few prawn
crumbsfrom his fingers,"I
wouldn'tlikeyou to get the
impressionthat our interest
suggests,at this stage,thatwe
give credenceto any 'little

green men' theories.

"We're just openminded."

Indeed,some UFO sightings

have been made by RAAF
men, pilots flying commercial

airlinersand Civil Aviation
officials.

The RAAF has not added
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up all the reportsit has check-

ed sinceit went
ufological

in
1959. There have been —
againdepending on your point
of view— goodyearsand
bad years.

In 1966,for example,59
sightingswere reported;in
1970a mere37.

The first UFO sighting

over Australiawas probably

in 1893,though,with the
lapseof timeandthe lossof
documentation, no one seems
to know whereit was or how

it was described.

The RAAF has a note that

some Yorkshiremonks sighted

a "large,round,silverthing
like a disc"in 1290.You can

bet that causedquitea flap
in the cloisters.

Some ufologistsconsider
the Old Testament recordsthe
firstUFO

sighting.
It is men-

tionedin the firstchapterof
Ezekiel,where the prophet

has quitea bit to say about

four winged- four- headed

cherubimthat seemedto be
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fire on a wheeledvehicle.

His descriptionis not
notablyprecise.Perhapsit
lost something in the King
James translation.

If you thinkyou haveseen

a UFO, go to the nearest

policestation,which will
arrangefor you to fillin a
form for forwarding to the
Air Department in Canberra.

As an
encouragement

to
greaterprecisionthan Ezekiel

showed,this form lists31 ques-

tionsfor you to answer.

If you are a
conscientious

form-filler-in and want to

answerall the questions, it
helpsif you havenotedthe
angleof elevation and the
compassanglebearingof the
UFO. But all that is

realistic-

ally expectedof you is that
you givethe timeand placeof
the happening,describethe
size,shapeand colorof the
UFO and say how long it
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hung around.

If the policethinkyou are
drunk,they may not be very
helpful,I gather.

This strikes me as a serious

flaw in the system.Anyone
who did see what was in fact

a flyingsaucerat closerange

would proablybe shockedinto
givinga fair imitation of
drunkenness.

Most UFO reportshave
been givena

satisfactory
ex-

planation.

The factthata few
— aroundthreeper cent —
cannotbe explained in terms
of Earthlyphenomena is the
main reasonthat many sane,
intelligentpeople believein
flyingsaucers.

Satisfactoryexplanationspro-
ducedby the RAAF for many
sightingsincludestray weather
balloons,car lights reflected

on cloud, Venus glimpsed
througha haze,bitsof junk
from disintegrating American
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comets and meteorites.

Two of my favoritereports

and
explanations

are: —

# In
Cabramatta,

NSW, on
April29, 1970,a man was
alarmedby "loud whooshing

noisespassingover his house."
Explanation:a nearbyfire
works display.

# On October28, 1970,a
reportfrom BinalongBay,
Tasmania, terrifyinglydescrib-
ed an

"aircraft-shaped

object
with two smallwing pro-
jections." This turnedout to
be ... an aircraft,a Qantas

trainer.
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